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EVIDENCE OF THE SUCCESS OF EUROPEAN-FUNDED 

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS;  

NEED TO ADVANCE. 

 

Dear Mr President,  

Dear Members of the European Parliament,  

Dear panel members, Ladies and Gentleman 

It is a great pleasure and honour to be here with you today. First of 

all, let me thank the BEPA for organising this important conference at 

a crucial moment of the European discussions on the Multi-Financial 

Framework for the next period of seven years.  

In my short introductory intervention I would like to concentrate on 

two issues: to illustrate to you why we can clearly speak of the 



2 

success of European-funded infrastructure projects and why we still 

need to advance. 

As already mentioned by President Barroso, the Connecting Europe 

Facility is one of the key initiatives proposed by the Commission in 

the context of its package for delivering sustainable growth and jobs. 

Although for many decades a substantial part of EU budget has been 

dedicated to support investment in infrastructures, mainly in the less 

developed regions and Member States, huge needs to connect 

Europe still remain. The CEF will concentrate on high EU added-

value projects and will finance initiatives which fill the missing links in 

Europe's energy, transport and digital backbone and remove 

bottlenecks.  

The CEF will not and should not be seen as alone standing 

instrument. It will complement the investments in infrastructure by 

Cohesion Policy in less developed regions and Member States in 

order to concentrate European funding there where the needs are the 

biggest.  As the Commissioner responsible for Regional Policy, allow 

me to highlight the fact that Cohesion Policy has been in the past and 

still is the most important instrument at EU level to co-finance 

infrastructure. Together with investments in innovations, businesses, 

research and employment, support targeted at infrastructure provides 

for growth and jobs in the Members States.  
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Extensive spending has taken place in this domain via European 

Regional Development Fund and Cohesion Fund. In many Member 

States, Cohesion policy and the national co-financing provides more 

than 50% of the total public investment. Particularly in times of high 

fiscal constraints Cohesion Policy continues to be a most needed 

intervention to create growth and jobs.  

In the current period, the Transport sector alone represents around 

€82bn, i.e. almost 24 % of total 2007-2013 EU Cohesion Policy 

budget of which more than half (€43 billion) is allocated for TEN-T 

infrastructure. Typical priorities addressed by programmes under 

Cohesion or Regional Funds are: addressing congestion on major 

transport corridors,; upgrading inadequate rail networks; connect 

regions to the TEN-T network; create and upgrade intermodal 

transport links.  

As far as energy is concerned € 0.7 billion have been allocated in the 

Member States for projects classified as TEN-E (Electricity, Natural 

gas and to a lesser extent Petroleum products).  

As far as telecommunications are concerned, more than €15bn or 

4.4% of the total Cohesion policy budget is allocated to support 

investments in ICT-related measures for the period 2007-2013. There 

is a clear shift in the investment priorities from infrastructure to 
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support for content development, both in the public sector (e-Health, 

e-Government, etc.) and for SMEs (eLearning, e-Business, etc) . 

These investments paid off. A lot have been achieved in recent 

years. However, more needs to be done for cross border sections.  

As a matter of fact, in some important areas Member States have 

difficulties to develop an adequate coordination between themselves 

to ensure that the national networks benefits from investments. As a 

result, national networks have remained only softly linked with each 

other.  In the future, the budget ring-fenced for high EU value added 

projects through a directly managed financial tool, such as the 

Connecting Europe Facility, should allow Europe to overcome these 

political bottlenecks.  

If we want to be serious about financing key strategic infrastructure of 

EU interest I think it is crucial that Cohesion Policy and the CEF will 

reinforce each other. This will also allow for a better coordination 

between national and EU priorities. Substantial funding of 

infrastructure in Europe needs to be deployed, in particular on cross-

border connections and on missing links to TEN-T. 

As you know, the Commission has proposed a budget for the CEF of 

€50 billion including €10 billion transferred from the Cohesion Fund 

for transport projects. Especially on the transfer of the 10 billion, we 
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should not disregard the fact that there are some stakeholders in the 

Council and Parliament who have concerns with regard to real value 

added of that instrument, respecting national allocations, capacity of 

Member States to develop appropriate projects. We hear also voices 

of concerns with regard to implementation modalities, especially 

procedures to be used by Commission to select projects. We should 

find ways to get a satisfactory solution to meet these concerns 

without jeopardizing the value added of CEF and its policy objectives. 

We should be open to discuss compromise proposals, especially in 

view of respecting Member States national allocations. 

I strongly believe that CEF can be a catalyst for bringing in other 

partners, trigger for launching projects, enabler of positive spin-offs 

and bring an answer to many existing market imperfections. 

We should all do our outmost to make it work. 

Thank you 

 

 


